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Goering will openly make disparaging remarks about
Hitler and many of his decisions. But the generals
remember that Goering did the same thing when he
pretended to work for the Reichswehr inside the Nazi
Party. Then it turned out that he had been working
really for the Nazi party inside the Reichswehr.
Is he truly at cross purposes with the Fuehrer? Or
will he betray his own friends to Hitler one day?
It is impossible to brighten the twilight around Goer-
ing for the moment. Only time and the war will bring
clarity. All that is evident now is a definite lack of per-
sonal contact between Hitler and Goering which makes
itself felt in many respects.
Party officials, after talks with Hitler in the Wilhelm-
strasse, often go straight to Goering's house. They find
Goering wholly unaware of the line Hitler has taken
in the conversation with them. Such a thing never hap-
pened before the war, when the two men used to spend
hours together on most days of the week. Now the tele*
phone is their only means of communication. And they
are not using it too frequently.
Goebbels is a far more frequent guest in Hitler's study
these days. There was a time before the outbreak of war
when the club-footed little propagandist was under a
cloud. He was once again the centre of gossip and many
of Hitler's intimates advised him to drop Goebbels
because they feared, one day, he would disgrace the
party with his personal affairs.
So many complaints came from infuriated husbands of
film and stage actresses, about the liberties which Goebbels
had taken with their wives, that something had to be
done about it. Only Hitler could do something about it.
"This man gave me Berlin," Hitler replied. "I know
his shortcomings but I also know his value." Hitler was